
The World of Cannabis Concentrates            
 

Cannabis Concentrates have been around since the plant and human beings first struck up a relationship. The 
reasons are simple: Storage and transportation, for a barter or an ethnic ice breaker, efficiency and ease of 
dose for medicine, or maybe just to get more bang for your bungi. 
Cannabis Concentrates are a great way of maximising the yield and earning potential of a crop. What would 
otherwise have been composted, if you're a savvy and conscious grower, can now realise its full economic 
potential. 
Concentrates are an art form, taking many hours of hard work and dedication to produce the crème de la 
crème for the connoisseur or patient. Concentrates can be used in several ways: Ingested (most common 
medicinal use, especially for serious illness), used for making tinctures, topical creams and baked goods, and 
vapourized (called “dabbing”) using a glass pipe or purpose-made vapourizer. 
 

     
 
Whatever the reason and origin, concentrates are a big part of Cannabis culture. The 2013 Cannabis Cup in 
Oakland USA boasted that concentrates were 75% more popular than cannabis flowers; with only 25% of 
the cup entrants being flowers. 
The current upsurge of interest in concentrates has created its own brand of misinformation and some fear 
surrounding this form of Cannabis. Find out as much as you can about this alternative use of a non toxic 
plant. If the solvent extraction is vacuum purged by an experienced extractor you should have no cause for 
concern. So, for some fun and in order to educate and share, I have compiled a list of various concentrates 
and their different names and categories for your perusal. 
 

                  
Hash / Hashish 
 

Keef/Kief/Polen/Polm - separated trichomes. 



 

Usually prepared in the coldest part of the year so that the trichomes literally snap off when the plants are 
threshed or bundled and beaten with sticks in a drumming motion (Moroccan Style). Another method is to 

roll the dry plants in a mat which is then walked on or pounded. 
The room used for this process is specific and not used for any other purpose. The small clean room is 

prepared with sheets or plastic covering the floors and walls. The clouds of trichome rich dust settle on the 
surfaces and are then collected. 

In Morocco the Hash is kept in powder form until ready for sale when it is beaten and pressed. In The 
Netherlands, drums made of mesh rotate the plant matter and allow the trichomes to fall for later collection. 
This method of beating or threshing is also practiced in parts of central and West Africa with some variation. 

 
Charas/Creme/Cream - hand rubbed from live plants. 

 
 

Unique to the Parvati Valley in Northern India, high in the Himalayas, this method of hash making has been 
around for centuries. 

The plants are destroyed in the rubbing process. Wild plants are commonly used so it is a gamble when it 
comes to quality. You could get something that's 80% dust and exhaust fumes or you could be lucky enough 

to find Charras hand rubbed by nubile virgins from carefully cultivated hybrids. 
Fresh charras is about 25% water to begin with and takes a year stored in cool conditions away from 

sunlight; wrapped in cotton; to lose this water and become mature. 
 

Moroccan - dry sift. 

 
(00/Hardella/Maroc/Pakistani) 

As explained above the Moroccan method is to break off the trichomes by drumming or beating in the cold 
season; this is then sifted through silk screen mesh / silk scarves. The size mesh and the amount of time 

spent beating will define the quality of the end product. The more you work the plant the more plant matter 
will get into the mix and the lower the quality will be. 

 
 
 
 



Scissor Hash 

 
During the clipping and manicuring phase of harvesting the plant; trichromes or resin is collected on the 

scissors and scraped off for future or immediate use. 
 

Bubble Hash - Full-melt / water-ice separation. 

 
Plant matter is agitated with ice in mesh bags placed one inside another with varying sizes of mesh to grade 

the broken down material. Usually a paint mixer or electric mixer is used to separate the trichomes. 
 
 

Dry Ice/ Co2 ice separation 
This is a similar process to Bubble Hash; dry ice and plant material are vigorously shaken together in mesh 

bags 
 

Solvent Extracts 
 

Rick Simpson Oil. 

 
Solvent extraction using Ethanol or food grade Isopropyl Alcohol. 

Made famous by cancer survivor Rick Simpson, this is a simple solvent extract. The plant matter is soaked 
in the alcohol and then the alcohol is evaporated off, which results in a sticky viscous oil that is dark, almost 

black in appearance. 
 

QUISO 

 
Quick Wash Isopropyl Alcohol extract 



Similar to the Rick Simpson method; the difference is that Simpson soaks the hell out of the plant where 
QUISO or Quick Wash only pulls the best and leaves behind the plant waxes fats and chlorophyll; it's 

common to have the solvent in the freezer before extraction; the wash only takes thirty seconds and no more. 
The result is an amber oil that gets darker the more there is of it. ‘Acetone Wash’ is similar to Quiso. 

 
 

BHO 

 
Butane Honey Oil/Dab/Sap/wax/ Ear-Wax/Budder/Honeycomb/Amber Glass/Amber Shatter/Shatter/Sexy-

Glass. 
Sugar leaf; trim; popcorn buds and general visually unpleasant material can go into the mix 

The dried material is packed into a column - the column can be made from PVC pipe, stainless steel or BC 
glass (PYREX). 

The idea is to blast ice cold butane over and through the plant material. Butane pulls all the subtle terpines 
and flavanoids that are destroyed using other solvents. 

Butane is the most environmentally friendly option as far as solvents go; already exists in the body and has 
been used in the food industry forever. 

Once the butane has been blasted into a pyrex dish (pictured above) the solvent is evaporated then vacuum 
purged using a vacuum pump and desiccation chamber. Various consistencies are available according to the 

taste of the connoisseur. 
Personally I love Honey-Comb and concentrate you can dunk (Dropping pieces onto a heated Titanium nail 

or Skillet in order to vaporize through a glass water pipe. Dabbing.)  
 

                           
Honeycomb                                    Wax                                                          Shatter 
 
PHO 
Propane Honey Oil 
Similar process to butane; you just seem to lose some of the subtle terpines. 
 
Hexane Honey Oil 
Similar to QUISO or Rick Simpson method, not suitable for dabbing.. 
 
Non-Solvent Extracts 
 
CO2: Extract/ Concentrate/Liquid Gold 



Super Critical Co2 Extract; heat and pressure are used in this process; it’s very expensive and used 
extensively in the medical Cannabis industry. 
 
Hyperbaric chamber separation: (Full Melt) 
Another more recent solvent less wax or extract for folks worried about solvents.   
 
Tinctures and Emulsions 
 
Topical DMSO Emulsion 
DMSO, in the form of a topical cream, is a pain reliever and allows the absorption of alkaloids through the 
skin. ( DMSO and LSD were swabbed on door handles of cop cars during the California elections in the 
80's). This is used in a topical preparation. Just about any solvent extract can be used to make up the 
emulsion - co2 and Ethanol are commonly used. 
 
Canna Butter 
Butter not margarine!!  Cannabis leaf, flowers or concentrate can be used and the idea is to simmer the 
butter and cannabis with a cup or two of water. After time the mixture is strained to remove the plant matter; 
then placed in a fridge to set. Any remaining water is poured off. 
 
 
Glycerine Tincture 
Cannabis is soaked in glycerine to absorb the cannabinoids. The tincture is filtered or strained similar to the 
Canna Butter. 
 
Gold Mist  
Usually a CO2 extract base. Gold Mist is a tincture placed in an atomiser - sprayed into the mouth and 
rapidly absorbed by mucous membranes. 
 
How are all these treats consumed? 
For treating serious illness it is essential that concentrates are ingested, either by placing a small blob in the 
mouth, in a gel capsule or in a suppository. 
Besides the common smoked joint mix, chillum or bong, there is a wave of glass blowers taking us into the 
stratosphere of vapourizing cannabinoids:  Double Chamber Tubes; Bubblers - Heady or Scientific; Oil Rigs 
of note. Glass pieces for dabbing are works of art to admire and collect. 
The glass conventions are drawing crowds like the cannabis cup itself and the support in the USA is 
huge.We have some local glass blowers and concentrate nuts building butane reclaim systems so we are 
only slightly behind the international trends! 
To read more about dabbing, follow this link and enjoy your research! 
https://www.google.co.za/search?q=dab+glass&newwindow=1&rlz=1C1SAVI_enZA507ZA511&es_sm=9
3&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=h19uU9KCJYSK7Ab9moDYCg&ved=0CAgQ_AUoAQ&biw=1746
&bih=874 
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