PRESS RELEASE 20 APRIL 2019

SOUTH AFRICAN DAGGA

PRIVATE CLUBS INITIATIVE

We, the people who use Cannabis throughout South Africa who are the keepers of traditional
knowledge of the plant, have been freed after 110 years of the State-led violations of our right to privacy
and our dignity as human beings after the Constitutional Court’s judgement “decriminalising the use or
possession of Cannabis by an adult in private for that adult person’s personal consumption in private;
and the “decriminalisation” of the cultivation of Cannabis by an adult in a private place for that adult’s
personal consumption in private” 1.
Facing the apparent reluctance from the authorities to timeously develop and implement a sensible
and sustainable legal framework with regards to Cannabis cultivation for personal use, as required by
the Constitutional Court’s judgement – and thus our concerns as to the ability of our authorities to
protect, preserve and enhance our rights, we are:
- Aware that the right to privacy can be exercised as a collective right 2,
- Aware that, besides our right to privacy, it is also our right to equality, our right to the highest
attainable standard of health, our freedom of thought, conscience, religion, opinion, expression, and
information, our freedom from arbitrary arrest and detention, our freedom from torture and other
cruel, inhumane, or degrading treatment or punishment, our right to a fair trial, and our right to
remedy and reparation for the gross violations of human rights, that are in the balance,
- Determined to make use of our freedom of association and peaceful assembly to ensure that the
rights of our people are respected,
- Committed to ensuring that the exercise of our rights and freedoms conforms to the law,
- Resolved to collaborate with the authorities in order to gain the recognition of our society as a whole,
- Acknowledging that trade in Cannabis remains completely illegal in South Africa,
We initiate our own model of non-trade regulation and control, affirming its non-profit nature, and
framing it in the collective exercise of our rights to personal production, retention, and use of
Cannabis,
We call this model a Dagga Private Club and declare that it aims to prevent us from being involved in
illegal activities, and ensuring that certain requirements concerning public health and safety are being
fulfilled.
We are confident that, like Cannabis Social Clubs 3 in Spain, Belgium, Uruguay, Switzerland and USA,
local authorities will have an interest in designing regulations based on this model, which can enable
them to ensure a transparent and safe framework, prevent the access of minors to Cannabis, and help
redirect public expenditure on law enforcement to real safety priorities.
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